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Senutor Bianne Feinsten
Washinogter, B. €
January 18, 2008

Ms. Anisa Afshar

Assistant Program Officer

Middle East and North Africa
National Endowment for Demorcracy
1025 F Street, Suite 800

Washington D.C. 20004

Dear Ms. Afshar,

I write on behalf of the Master Teachers by Satellite for Afghanistan (MTSA) in
support of their grant application. The literacy and elementary training that their
organization will provide to the Afghani youth is an important humanitarian and
diplomatic effort, and I commend them for developing this excellent program.

MTSA has developed a comprehensive curriculum 1n partnership with the Afghan
Ministry of Education «nd has already secured a substantial time commitment for their
programming with the National Radio-TV station of Afghanistan. Additionally, their
programming will incorporate proven, existing educational programs such as Sesame
Street, Blues Clues, and Dora the Explorer, which will be dubbed into local languages.
Early childhood education programs in our country and across the globe have
demonstrated successful, Jong-term results and I give my strong support to MTSA's
proposal.

Again, thank you for your consideration in this matter and T look forward to being
updated on the application’s progress. If you have any questions, please contact Devin
Rhinerson of my Washington, D.C., staff at (202) 224-2004.

Sincerely yours,

Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator

DF:dr

HOT PAINTED AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE
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BARBARA BOXER COMMITTEES:
CALIFORMIZ COMMERCE, SCIENCE.

AMD TRAMSPORTATION

EMUVIRONMENT
AND PUBLIC WORKS

Wnited States Sonate Forom nELATnS

HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
SUITE 112
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0505
202) 224-3553
hitp:/Aborer.senate.gov/contact

December 20, 2087

Anisa Afshar

Assistant Program Officer

National Endowment for Democracy (NED)
1025 F Street, NW, Suite 800

Washington, DC 20004

Dear Ms. Afshar:

I am writing in support of the grant application submitted by Master Teachers by
Satellite for Afghanistan (MTSA) to the National Endowment for Democracy (NED). If
approved, these funds wonld be used to bring literacy and education to the 5.4 million .
children in Afghanistan who presently have ne schools or teachers.

Afghanistan today remains plagued by violence, lawlessness, and rampant drug
trafficking. Roughly half of its children do not have access to schools. Educating the
next generation of Afghans must be considered as part of an ongoing effort to promote a
stable, secure Afghanistan.

MTSA is a San Francisco-based charitable organization dedicated te the purpose
of using satellite and broadcast TV to educate Afghan children. The proposal will
broadcast literacy and elementary education for two hours a day, six days a week, forty
weeks a year, in Dari (Farsi) and Pashto.

MTSA’s fiscal affiliate organization, Equal Access International, Inc., has an
excellent track record of administering USAID grants in Afghanistan. I urge you to give
this proposal your most serious consideration. Should you have any questions regarding
this letter, please contact Megan Miller in my San Francisco office at (415) 403-0105. In
advance, | thank you for vour attention to this matter.

Sincerely, ™

Barbara Boxer ¢
United States Senator

1700 MONTGOMERY STREET 312 NORTH SPRING STHEET 501 'I' STREET 2500 TULARE STREET 600 ‘B’ STREET 201 NORTH ‘E STREET
SUITE 240 SUITE 1743 SUITE 7-600 SUITE 5290 SUITE 2240 SUITE 210

SAN FRANCISCO, CaA 91111 LOS ANGELES, Ca 90012 SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 FRESNQ, CA 93721 SAN DIEGO. Ca. 92101 SAN BERNARDING, CA 92401
(413 403-0100 1213) B94-5000 (916) 448-2787 {6591 497-5109 (519) 239-3884 {9509) 888-8525

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Apr 26 08 08:55p Carol Ruth Silver Office 4155221933 p4

MNAMNCY PELOSI » G ) i DISTRICT OFFICE!
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{202} 226-4965

January 18, 2008

Anisa Afshar

Assistant Program Officer

National Endowment for Democracy
Suite 800

1025 F. Street, NW

Washington, DC 20004

Déar Ms. Afshar,

[ am pleased to write in support of the Master Teachers by Satellite for
Afghanistan (MTSA) funding proposal.

This innovative program will help bring literacy and education to the millions of
children in Afghanistan presently denied education. Education 1is the key to 2
stable, secure Afghanistan. This program will bring the opportunity to learn to
read and write to countless children in remote villages. Educated Afghanis will be
our allies and have an informed world view.

I hope that you will give this proposal your full and favorable consideration.

Sincerely,

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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Speshker of the Hose

January 17, 2008

Anisa Afshar

Assistant Program Officer

National Endowment for Democracy
Suite 800

1025 F. Street, NW

Washington, DC 20004

Dear Ms. Afshar,

I am pleased to write in support of the Master Teachers by Satellite for
Afghanistan (MTSA) funding proposal.

This innovarive program will help bring literacy and education to the millions of
children in Afghanistan presently denied education. Education is the key to a
stable secure Iraq. This program will bring the opportunity learn to read and write
to countless children in remote villages. Educated Afghanis will be our allies and
have an informed world view.

I hope that you will give this proposal your full and favorable consideration.
Sincerely,

NAN CY PELO
Speaker of the House
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Janvary 10, 2008

Anisa Afshar

Assistant Program Officer

National Endowment for Democracy
1025 F Street NW, Suite 800
Washington DC, 20004

Dear Ms. Afshar:

1 am writing today in support of the grant proposal submitted by Master Teachers by Satellite for
Afghanistan (MTSA). America js striving to make the next generation of Afghans our friends and not our
foes. An educated Afghan is our ally; an illiterate Afghan is easy prey for the extremists. But today, half
of the children of Afghanistan, over 5 million of them, have no schools or teachers.

Master Teachers by Satellite for Afghanistan aims to increases literacy and elementary education, to be
delivered by satellite and broadcast TV for these children, and the project is urgently seeking funding.
Afghan television broadcasters, including the National Radio-TV station of Afghanistan (RTA), have
already committed the broadcast time for this proposal. The Ministry of Education of Afghanistan
supports Distance Leaming in their 5-Year Strategic Plan. The propesal will broadcast literacy and
elementary education for 2 hour a day, 6 days a week, and 40 weeks a year. It will deliver the official
curriculum of the Afghan Ministry of Education through modern video tools including puppets, cartoons
and dramatizations.

Existing children’s educational programs, like Sesame St., Blues Clues and Dora the Explorer, will be
included, dubbed into the local languages. Solar powered equipment for remote villages is part of the
proposal. The fiscal affiliate organization of MTSA, Equal Access International, Inc., has an excellent
track record of administering USAID granis in Afghanistan. .

Creating this content, broadcasting it to the most remote villages of Afghanistan, and enabling millions of
children to bave their first, and probably their only, opportunity to learn to read and write, will cost a mere
seven million dollars with an upfront cost of three hundred fifty thousand dollars for the pilot production
to launch immediately. Only US funding can make this possible. Thank you for your constderation.

Very truly yours,

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress
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President
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DINO TEPPARA
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National Endowment for Democracy
1025 F Street NW, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Mr. Gershman,

[ write today regarding 2 grant proposal submitted by Master Teachers by Satellite for
Afghanistan, The grant would provide for needed education and literacy ta Afghan children.

As Co-chair of the House Afghan Caucus, a member of the House Committee on Foreign Atfairs
and the Subcommittee on Middle East and South Asia, 1 have a professional interest in Afghanistan’s
overall success. Afghanistan is one of the poorest couniries in the world with an unfortunate past due 1o
its various dictatorship governments. As a result, the Afghan people have suffered greatly and this can be
seen in the poor educational opportunities for children, Thanks to the United States, allies, and the
Afghan people, great strides have been made to increase access to education. The reality is that prior to
2001 less than one million Afghani children attended school. Currently, over five million students are
now enrolled in schools. During the reign of the Taliban, women were kept from attending schools. [am
pleased to see that half of all those enrolled in schoo! are females today. But more needs to be done to
assist in educating the Afghan youth as a large contingent of Afghanis are still unable to attend school.

The proposal that has been submitted to the National Endowment for Democracy would enhance
the Afghan Ministry of Education’s plan by creating educational programs in local Janguages and
broadeasting segments over Afghan television, which would be broadeast at certain times of the day
throughout the year. As with any project, it is important that those who are more familiar with the
dynamic of the country be involved in development and implementation. That is why 1 am pleased to see
Afghan-Americans heavily invested in this program and lending their expertise. This istruly a
partnership between our two countries.

Afphanistan is at a critical cross road with a high level of illiteracy and unémployment. lf the
world is going to be made safer from the terrorist threat, it is important that the standard of living
increases, which will discourage those from joining groups that threaten and instill fear. The proposal
passed preliminary review and will be presented at your next board of directors meeting in January. ltis
my hope that the board will see this as a viable program and grants its approval.

Very truly vours,

~

| IZLDM

JOE WILSON
Member of Congress
JW/pc

M iDLANDS OFFCE:

1700 SursET BLvp. {US 378), Suite 1
WEST Cawumi.a, SC 29163
(803] 338-001
Fax: 18031 939-0078

212 Cannon House OFFicE BuDing
WasrAmucGTon, DC 20515-3002
(202) 225-2452
Fax: {202) 225-2455
www. joewilson.house.gov

LoweounTry OFeCE:
Y903 PoORT REPUBLIC STRCET
F.C. Box 1535
BeaUFOAT, SC 28501
1§43y 521-253C
Fax: {843) 521-2535

ToLL FREE 1-B8B-381-1442
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i Connress of the Aniten States

#ouse of Representatives
Washington, B.¢, 20515

Mr. Carl Gershman, President -

National Endowment for Demaocracy

10235 F Street, N.W., Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20004

Member, Unned State: Halpcuwdl Momonil Counca

January 10, 2008

Dear Mr. Gershman:

| am writing to convey my strong support for the grant application submitted by Master Teachers by
Satellite for Afghanistan, It is self-evident that Afghanistan is in desperate need of widespread literacy
education for both children and adults. A high proportion of children growing up in Afghanistan during
the past twenty years have been prevented actively or by circumstances from receiving even a primary
education. These conditions are likely to breed criminality and political radicalism among men with no
means to support their families other than hiring themselves out to poppy growers or political militas,
and to present other terrible choices to illiterate women.

It is evident as well that television broadcasting of literacy programming appropriate to both Atfghan
children and adults is one important method that must be used in Afghanistan. If such mass methods are
not used, there will be little hope of reachmg the large numbers of Afhgan children in this generation,
and those already adult, who are not likely within the next few years to have functioning schools they
can safely attend to gain basic literacy, within the time their families can spare them from work.

Further, it would appear clear from the design proposal of Master Teachers by Satellite for Afghanistan
that their provisions for programming content meet the high standards to which we are accustomed from
Sesame Street, are appropriate to Afghan languages and cultures, and will be attractive to illiterate adults
as well as children. 1 understand them to conform also' with the educational specifications of the
Ministry of Education of Afghanistan and with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

One final, important piece of information regarding this application, which I can personally assure you
of, is the brilliance, total integrity, and humanitarian dedication of Carol Ruth Silver. She is the San
Francisco attorney and long time former public servant who has initiated and been an important driving
force for this proposal by the Master Teachers by Satellite for Afghanistan.

For all of the reasens abave and more, [ urge that you give your most serious proper cansideration to the )
current grant application by Master Teachers by Satellite for Afghanistan. Should you need further
:nformation, please do not hesitate to contact Margery Farrar, Special Assistant in my districr office, at
(650% 342-03G0 or Margery. Furrariemail.house, gov

Very cordially
/%::L/%g

Tom FLantos
Mempoer of Congress

" Printed an Racyclad Paper
ot T
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EDWARD R. ROYCE

Fortieth District-California

January 7, 2008

Mr. Carl Gerslhunan

President

Narional Endowment for Democracy
1025 F Street, NW, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Mr. Gershman:

[ am writing to ask that you consider the grant proposal submitted by Master Teachers by
Satellite for Afghanistan 1o provide literacy and elementary education to Afghan children.

As you know, thanks to the efforts of the United States, our allies, and Afghans, there has
been progress in Afghanistan, especially an the education front. Fewer than one million
children were in school in 2001, Today more than five million students - at least cne and
a half million of them girls - are enrolled in schocl. Yet Afghanistan still faces
monumental challenges. Half of school-age children are estimated to be out of school,
and while the number of teachers has grown, curriculum development has been lacking.

1t 15 my understanding that the proposal before NED aims to build upon the Afghan
Ministry of Education's strategic plan by dubbing educational entertainment programs
into the local languages and broadcasting them via Afghan television broadcasters two
hours a day, six days a‘week, forty weeks a year. Importantly, the project will tap the
expertise of Afghan-Americans.

I think you will agree that an educated Afghan is our ally; an illiterate Afghan is easy
prey for jthadists. It is my understanding that this proposal has passed the preliminary
review and will be presented to NED's Board of Directors on January 18th. 1hope that
you and the Board will give this proposal the appropriate consideration.

1 .
¥ -

Sincerely,

EDWARD R. ROYCE
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Exhibit A Endorsement Letters —

Television, Filmmaking Endorsements

Proposal to the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) Page 17
Submitted by MASTER TEACHERS BY SATELLITE FOR AFGHANISTAN (MTSA)
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Ministry of Information and Culture Sla b g leddl o g
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Dear Carol Ruth Silver.

MASTER TEACHERS BY SATELLITE is a great project and very
Useful in this moment for illiterate that are living so far from schools
The proviaces. I my self admire dedication and I am ready to take part

In this project as a cinematographer.

/

- Sincerely yours J

Eng LATIF- AHMADI

HEAD OF AFGHAN FILMS (Governmental institution)

General Director of AXéNA FILM (PRIVATE COMPANY)

(ot

Address | Afghan Film i lalad 1y d
Great Massoud Ave 2.pox32 W5 350 g adn
009320 — 210279 00¥320 2100279 1 &

Emil Slehin e echotaa] soin
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Creneral Presidency of National
Radio and T.V

Nea: Do e

Date: 1400 T

CARQOL RUTH SILVER
5.1 Fomils Savess Center. Ine.,
a8 Ramona A

San Francisco, CA 94103
1S5

Pear Carol.

i vou for letting us have your revised proposal.

Radio Pelevision Afghanistan (RTAY is ready 10 offer your project two hours of
vountry-wide v transmission time daily, Lo, from 10:00 2.m, 1o 12:00 2.m. free of cost provided:

[TA rewins contrgl over eontent and qualivy.

- ‘the programmes produced and transmitted respond o generally acceptable and proven v gz
I'ke project includes setting up a group of professional progamme Edirors ar RTA,

- The praject iIncludes the purchase of an independent set of professional equipment for programme
production in the Neld incl. editing facilities.

Wo wre looking lorward Lo hiearing from yvou.

Rest regavds,

P
Nujb Roshan.-
{Dircerar Gieneral
Raclio Television Afzghanistan



Apr 26 08 08:57p Carol Ruth Silver Office 4155221933 p.13

Ariana Afghanistan Television
1407 N. Batavia, Orange, CA. 92867, Tel: 714.288.0507

August 18, 2006

Carol Ruth Silver
68 Ramona Ave.
San Francisco, CA.94103

Dear Carol,

We are very excited about the Master Teachers by Satellite program and are ready to
work with you on this very important and much needed education project for

Afghanistan,

Ariana Afghanistan Television (AATV) broadcasts on the world’s largest satellite
network Globcast; covering the United States, Canada, Europe, the Middle East, and Asia
including Afghanistan. We are broadcasting in Pashtu, Farsi/Dari, and Enghish. One of
our objectives is to bring about positive social change through our coverage by way of

dialogue, debate, and education.

We realize that this is a very crucial time in Afghanistan, especially since in recent days
and months we have s.en an increase in schools being burned all over the country.
Afehan women are ouce again faced with increasing insecurity resulting in children,
especially girls, not attending schools for fear of kidnapping and other present dangers.
This kind of insecurity has a dire impact on the education of Afghan children, who are

the future recourse of the country.

In addition, youth in any post-conflict country constitute a potential threat to stability
should they be recruited into military or criminal activity, but also a potential resource for
development and reconstruction. Yet there are very few examples of practical programs
that address the educational needs of children, youth, and young adults. Your project, we
believe, if successfully implemented could fill this void in Afghanistan and become a

prototype for any post-conflict country.

We at Ariana Afghanistan Television are strong advocates of education in Afghanistan;
therefore the Master Teachers by Satellite Program fits well with our mission and
objectives. We unreservedly not only endorse your program, but also leok forward to
commit to working together with you on this very important project.

- Sincerely, 9’%

Susan Armon
Vice President / Co-Executive Producer
Ariana Afghanistan Television
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Page 1 ot 3

Subi: Re: Rpt 29 May 06-z Mstr Tchr by Satellite for Afghanistan
Dale: 6/2/2006 12:02:19 AM Pacific Standard Time
From: fazelk01@yahooc.com
Ta: MYERSFLAT@agl.com
Dear friend,

| appreciate your effort for ihe wonderfull work you have done sofar. Let me asure you as an Afghan living in this
country and Shamshad Educational Television will availible to you when required.
Looking farward see thigs on the ground.

Best regards

F. K. Fazel

Director, OMAR & ShamshadTV
President Kabul Rotary Club
Kabul, Afghanistan

0093 799 322128,28,27 .26
0093 799 312933
MYERSFLAT@acl.com wrote:

Report 29-03-06
MASTER TEACHERS BY SATELLITE FOR AFGHANISTAN

To supply by satellite television an elementary school & literacy education for every litile girl
and little boy in Afghanistan who does not have a regular school, including in rural areas where
distance and dangerous conditions still obtain, and to provide literacy training for adults who

desire 1t.

e e —— ——— — 7 o o e e e e Alfnd o . S s

Qatiirdass Tume N2 2ONA Armerica Dinline MVERQET AT
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Exhibit A Endorsement letters —

Educational and other organizations endorsements

Froposal tc the National Endowment for Demacracy (NED) Page 18
Submitted by MASTER TEACHERS BY SATELLITE FOR AFGHANISTAN {MTSA)
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Afghan Coalition

Empowering the Afghan Community and Building Bridges to Afghanistan

Date: 1,14,08

Anisa Afshar,

Assistant Program Officer

National Endowment for Democracy (NED)
Washington, DC 20004

202-378-9587

Fax: 202-378-9787

anisaai@ned.org

RE: Proposal by MTSA for satellite TV education for Afghanistan

Dear Ms Afshar and Board of the NED:

We are familiar with the proposal for educating the children of Afghanistan
that submitted by Ms. Carol Ruth Silver .

1 am honored and privileged to write a recommendation letter on behalf of
MTSA project. As you are well aware, after the September 11, 2001, Afghanistan has
become spotlight in the world stage with the involvement of the United States in the
region. At this time, we needed a very comprehensive education projects to help
Afghan people to be able to decide for their future. They can not achieve this goal
without education.

As an friend and colieague I am highly respect Ms. Carol Ruth Silver . She is
very much committed to her commandments. She is very much respected in our
community. She has been involved in many different good projects for Afghanistan,
particularly including literacy education for widows in Ghazni.

As an leader in Afghan community 1 100% agree with this worthy project.

We urge you to approve in full for funding by MTSA. We are very much in need of
these project for the people of Afghanistan. 85% of people in Afghanistan are illiterate
or do not have access to schools . This project will makes a lot of difference in life of
peaple especially women.

Sincerely,

Signed by: Bena Pepal (Exccutive Director of Afghan Coalition)

Please note new telephone lines:
Tel —510-745-1682 Fax- 510-745-1683

39155 Liberty Street, Suite D420, Fremont, CA94538
Telephone: (510) 574-2180 Fax: (510) 574-2185

Email: Afghancoal@aol.com
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Dgte: ©7 June o
Dear Coroi Rath Silver

-wouid ke o congratulate vau on brining up he idea for the preject of Master Teachers by
Satefte for A ausdor IMTSA). We NIZC (Noor Fdue -tional Centary wilh havng expenence of
literacy education n Afchanictan for the 'ast sis vears, we undersiand the need for such a
“uervin Aghanistian, The need for aundio 200 visnal fearning and expertise in literacy by
distance. both ¢ o nrehcing literacy pregram for ten” - inu littracy. is a unique pragram to 1nake
a real difference in the develrsmen: of our fteracy prograr for Afghznistan and extending the
¢ TNz Learning one far step into rurat Afghanistan. and nto the service of the very
litlest stucents,
M- Tie e e T nan-poitical foeal NG “e ving liv racy and infermal educaton fur fsmals in
Ghazni, Jalalabad 1! Kbl in pannership with natienal zad international organizations. We ars
o rred wh the mimeeiny OoF Fenonics, NMigmstr of Tducatinn, Minic ¢ [ higher education,
Mict v “Women Affairs. So. NEC ar-ounces its commitniant for any knvd of sunpart in our

capabiiily Vide will v nlad to 22 part of this praject

Puisi ot shoee ss and best of luck: pleas ¢ pet Fewitate you need any coaperation it s

ronard

Stnoeras
Jarila oo

B o et the ety higi ooy e heemion
Karie Char, Kabul

Alghanmsian
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Total Brain Fitness™
P.O. Box 5032
San Matco, CA 94402
htip://www lotalbrainfiiness.com

February 29, 2008

Carol Ruth Silver
Project Dircctor
Master Teachers by Satellite for Afghanistan (MTSA)

Re: Brain Based Education for Children of War in Afghanistan

Dear Carol:

Bruin-based education for children, adolescents and adults started in this decade as o result of new
discoveries about the brain and learning by neuroscientists. It has been said that stress and carly
adversity shape brains and later learning. However, the brain can be retrained 10 improve cognitve

functions such as attention, concentration, and memory.

Dr. Marion Diamond, Professer of Neuroanatomy, and a neuroscientist at U. C. Berkeley, discovered
the importance of an enriched 2nvironment for the normal development al'a child's brain. Her
groundbreaking study of brain growth in traumatized and impoverished children in Cambodia, who
were given a stimulating arts program during several summners, is 2 model for the imporiance of

educational enrichment.

The MTSA educational video programs apply the latest brain research findings 1o the teaching which
will enhance the children's learning. The videos will be a source of enrichment and cogaitive skill
building, in addition to providing direct literacy education. The programs include clements of brain
based education such as newness, surprise, fun, stimulation, challenge, creativity, and the mncorporation
of music, art and movement. All of these elements combined in the videe programs will contribute to
the children's and adult's learning experience, and their achievement of’ optimal brain health.

The educational videos will help children build the important cognitive skills of attention,
concentration, focus, hand eye coordination, and memory: long and short term, auditory and visual.
The quality of life of the children, and adults viewing the programs will be enhanced by their improved

cognitive performance. .
1

Sincerely, < e
Susan K. Diamond, MSW, MS

Managing Dircctor

P
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January 2, 2008

National Endowment for Pemocracy
Middle East and North Africa Program
1025 F Street NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20004

To Whom It May Concern:
RE: Endorsement for funding Master Teachers by Satellite for Afghanistan (MTSA)

Equal Access International, Inc. www.equalaccess.org is an international development
non-profit erganization working in Afghanistan since 2002, with additional national scale
country programs in Nepal and Cambodia and projects in India and Laos. We are audited
under A-133 and registered as a PVQO with the US government and have worked on basic
education, teacher training, democracy and social change programs in Afghanistan supported
by US State Department, DUID, FCO, UNAMA and UNICEF among other institutional funders.

I am writing today to urge your favorable attention to a proposal submitted to your
organization by Master Teachers by Satellite for Afghanistan (MTSA). Based on our direct
implementation experience in Afghanistan, as well as our review of the content and approach,
and direct meetings with MT5A, we find the project to be culturally sensitive, well designed,
timely and achievable. Creative approaches to education are urgently needed in rural areas
throughout Afghamstan and this project would make a unique and very important contribution
to educating Afghan youth and supporting the development of a moderate Islamic worldview
in rural areas of the country.

Thank you for your attention.

With: best regards,
Ronni

Ronni Goldfarb
President and Executive Director
Equal Access International
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